
Events in April 2017 in celebration of our unique 600 year relationship



Recalling our past, enriching our future

  The Devonshire Association
  Exploring and celebrating all aspects of Devon

  THE DEVONNEWFOUNDLAND STORY
  A celebration of historical and cultural connections

  In the fi rst two weeks of April 2017, the Devonshire Association, working with the Devon Family History
  Society, is celebrating nearly 600 years of contact and interaction between Devon and Newfoundland. 

  The Association has both historical and existing links with Newfoundland, and several of its present
  members have worked together with Newfoundlanders in history, archaeology and music. In the 1970s
  and 1980s the Association had a Newfoundland Branch based in St John’s. 

  The aims of the celebration are to develop these connections and to make Devonians and
  Newfoundlanders more aware of the importance of each place in the history and development of the
  other and their shared heritage. 

  The celebration will be county-wide with main events in Exeter (supported by both Devon County
  Council and the Royal Albert Memorial Museum) and in Bideford (a North Devon port with strong
  historic Newfoundland connections). 

Main Events during April 2017 

• A weekend forum in Devon County Hall
(8-9 April), where speakers from both sides of the 
Atlantic will explore aspects of shared history and 
trade, dialect and folklore, music, mumming and 
dance. Alongside these presentations there will be 
an informal programme in which family history 
interests can be shared and discussed. 

• A series of excursions, including a tour to 
Dartmouth, Totnes and Compton  – the home 
of Sir Humphrey Gilbert, who fi rst claimed 
Newfoundland for a British colony; a tour of Exeter 
and the adjacent historic port of Topsham; and a 
visit to Plymouth, with its citadel and old harbour.

• A full programme of events at Bideford 
(Tuesday April 11th), including talks, museum 
visits, pottery workshops, demonstrations of fi sh 
recipes with tastings, and a procession through 
the town to the quay.  

• Two weeks of special exhibitions mounted 
by several Devon museums, and concerts of 
folk music involving musicians from Devon and 
Newfoundland, demonstrating their shared 
traditions. 

• A visit to Tree House in Exeter, the research 
centre of the Devon Family History Society, and a 
family history help desk and a talk and display in 
Bideford. 

If you wish to learn more about the celebration
and be kept up to date with developments, 
please email the Devonshire Association 
devonshireassoc@btinternet.com
or write to The Registrar, Dr Bridget Gillard, 
Uplands Business Centre, 81 Heavitree Road,
Exeter EX1 2LX; telephone 01392 221737. 

www.devonassoc.org.uk
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